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Introduction to Volume 4

Teaching and Learning Classics at the University Level Vol 4 focuses on
digital tools, literature, research, and employability. This volume contains
fourteen chapters.

The first chapter, Teaching and Learning Digital Humanities (Paolo Costa),
examines the pedagogical challenges of Digital Humanities across various
approaches. It explores innovative teaching methods and supporting tools,
while also considering future perspectives to maintain their relevance and
effectiveness.

The second chapter, Teaching and Learning Antiquity through Digital Tools
(Andrea Balbo), explores how digital technologies are applied in ancient
studies. It highlights useful tools for university teaching and discusses their
use in Latin language and culture, offering practical examples.

The third chapter, Teaching and Learning Academic Research in Ancient
History (Matteo Barbato), is designed for students of ancient history who
analyze texts and inscriptions from the Greco-Roman world. The resource
introduces both traditional and digital research tools, providing practical
examples to tackle methodological challenges. Additionally, it includes
guidelines for accurately preparing bibliographic references.

The fourth chapter, Teaching and Learning How to Teach Ancient Philosophy
(Anna Motta), emphasizes teaching the history of ancient philosophy in a
more engaging and contemporary manner, highlighting both the practices
of ancient philosophers and the integration of new technologies.

The fifth chapter, Teaching and Learning Greco-Roman Rhetoric (Humeau
Marie), focuses on teaching rhetoric as a means for personal and social
development, recommending a revisit to classical exercises to enhance
students’ writing, eloquence, and persuasive skills.

The sixth chapter, Teaching and Learning Latin Paleography and Codicology
(Kayla Jutzi & Simon Whedbee), suggests incorporating medieval and
Renaissance manuscripts into Latin studies to provide a more authentic
and engaging understanding of the language beyond modern versions.
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The seventh chapter, Teaching and Learning Papyrology (Raffaele Luiselli),
focuses on teaching methods in papyrology, outlining objectives, criteria
for selecting texts, and emphasizing the importance of a progressive, hands-on
approach.

The eighth chapter, Teaching and Learning Homer (Joel Christensen),
offers an overview of the challenges involved in teaching the Homeric
poems and explores potential solutions. It discusses their origins and
transmission methods, while proposing teaching strategies and thematic
pathways to help students connect with the language and values of epic
poetry.

The ninth chapter, Teaching and Learning Roman Epic Poetry (Giacomo
Fedeli), emphasizes the significance of students’ existing knowledge in
Latin epic studies. Educators are advised to use this as a foundation to
examine the texts’ complexity and to introduce various critical analysis
methods.

The tenth chapter, Teaching and Learning Ecdotics / Textual Criticism
(Fabio Stok), suggests a method for teaching textual criticism to students
without specialization, combining it with classical language studies. It
covers the historical and terminological basics of the field, guides how to
interpret the critical apparatus, and explains how conjecture relates to
manuscript traditions and other knowledge areas.

The eleventh chapter, Teaching and Learning Late Antique Latin Literature
(Sara Fascione), examines the complexities involved in studying Late Antiquity.
It details various approaches and methods for analyzing Latin texts from
that era, emphasizing the field's ongoing significance today.

The twelfth chapter, Teaching and Learning Medieval and Modern Latin
Drama (Juan Francisco Mesa Sanz), emphasizes the importance of medieval
and modern Latin theater in university education, serving to enhance
linguistic abilities and trace the development of dramatic styles up to the
Baroque era. It also explores links with vernacular theater and suggests
pedagogical methods that leverage students’ existing linguistic knowledge.

The thirteenth chapter, Teaching and Learning Classical Literature through
Mapping (Victor Udwin), emphasizes balancing straightforward reading
with reconstructing cultural contexts, recommending mapping as a way to
visualize links between works, themes, and historical backgrounds.
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Finally, the fourteenth chapter, Classics and Employability (Arlene Holmes-
Henderson), illustrates the transferable skills gained from studying Classics,
outlines key career opportunities and guidance resources. It provides data
to show how employable Classics graduates are, and it identifies the sectors
within which classicists have succesfully built careers.
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In my opinion, these volumes constitute an essential reference work for all those
engaged in the instruction of Classics, as they address the most pertinent topics
from a variety of methodologies, and they offer extremely useful materials and
resources.

Dr. Rosa M2 Marina Séez
Professor of Latin Philology
Department of Ancient Studies
University of Zaragoza, Spain

Teaching and Learning Classics at the University Level, edited by Alberto
Regagliolo, is an ambitious and welcome contribution to the pedagogy of
Classical Studies. At first sight, the project might appear counterintuitive today:
how can we continue to speak about the ancient world, in all its many dimensions,
to a society that seems more concerned with the present and understandably
preoccupied with the future? For Regagliolo and his collaborators, this is
precisely the question that must be addressed. Across four substantial volumes,
scholars from different academic traditions offer both practical reflections and
methodological perspectives on how Greek, Latin, ancient culture, and their
reception can still be taught today. Spanning a wide range of subjects—from
language and literature to material culture, digital humanities, and pedagogy—
the collection combines theoretical reflection with concrete teaching experience. The
essays reveal the diversity of approaches currently shaping the discipline while also
raising broader questions about the place of Classics in modern higher education.
I am sure this ambitious project will be of great interest to scholars and teachers
seeking to rethink how antiquity is taught in the twenty-first-century university.

Prof. Dr. Rodrigo Miguel Correia Furtado
Centre for Classical Studies, School of Arts and Humanities
University of Lisbon, Portugal

A praiseworthy compilation of themes, subjects and the most efficient tools which
renowned specialists from different countries offer to update teaching Classics
and improve their learning worldwide.

An erudite and fascinating exposition of the many fields of knowledge
concerning Classics with the purpose of improving their teaching and learning
worldwide by applying the most modern and efficient tools.

Dr. Martha Patricia Irigoyen Troconis
Facultad de Filosofia y Letras
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, México
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