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Foreword

This impressive collection about men and masculinities in the Global South is
an important contribution to our understanding of gender, coloniality, and the
dilemmas of contemporary life. It includes research and analysis from nine
countries and five continents, using a range of research methods. Some
chapters survey broad issues, some come to a very close focus, some critique
theory, and many present new information. All are thoughtful, and collectively
they open up issues that are vital for our understanding of masculinities in
particular, and gender relations more generally.

Some research on social issues seeks to understand them “from the margins”.
That can be a valuable strategy, but this book makes a different contribution.
The global South is not marginal. It is where the large majority of the world’s
people live. In simple demographic terms, about six of every seven people in
the world live in the Global South, broadly understood.

This is a huge region geographically and has enormous diversity in culture
and language. What ties it together is limited, but vital. It is the experience of
conquest, colonisation, and rule by one or more of the empires based on
continental Europe or the North Atlantic seaboard, or, like the societies of
China and Iran, being massively disrupted and transformed by the economic
and military pressure of these empires. Our current global economy and state
system, the successor to the world of direct empire, has given wealth to a
minority of people in the Global South. But it has never overcome the huge
structural inequalities of income, power and institutional resources that we
inherited from the old imperialism. Indeed, new forms of global power,
dependence and exploitation have developed, neo-colonial relationships that
may be as brutal as the imperialism of cannons and cavalry.

These inequalities are present in the arena of knowledge. The university
systems, research institutes, libraries and databanks of the Global North have
much greater resources than those of the majority world, and greater prestige.
Yet much of the data they assemble comes from the Global South . Historically,
masses of data were brought back to the North by missionaries, explorers,
merchants, colonial officials and military officers; later, by professional collectors
of information—census takers, botanists, mapmakers, linguists, anthropologists,
archaeologists, medical researchers, astronomers, climatologists. All this data
went to build the disciplinary knowledge that is now the basis of most university
curricula. This is not “western knowledge”, as some decolonial critics think. The
research-based knowledge formation has always been global.
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But it is also highly unequal, and this is seen in research on men and
masculinities, as in other fields of social and natural science. Most journals in
the field are published in the Global North, most of the influential books are
published there, and most of the funds for research are found in Global-North
institutions. Not surprisingly, most of the published research concerns men
and masculinities in the Global North. Yet this has never been completely true
and is now changing faster than before. This book makes a powerful contribution
to refocusing the field on the majority world.

Questions about men and masculinities can be approached in different ways.
This book shows the richness of research methods that are now available. The
chapters include life histories, narratives of activism, policy research, research
on literature, participant observation, analysis of political strategy, and views
back into history.

Through these lenses, fascinating pictures emerge of different forms of
masculinity and varied patterns of lives for men (and women). We learn of
hopes for international migration, and reasons why it might not happen, and
of how young second-generation migrants negotiate the task of being a good
son. We learn of hard material issues such as struggles over land ownership, and
also of changes in the way gender appears in cultural forms such as music
performance.

We learn of the way masculinities are constructed in an environment of class
privilege, and about situations that are marked by poverty or resistance to
authority. We learn about the political use of stereotypes of Muslim masculinity
and how masculinity can be woven into the making of a new political hegemony.
We learn of institutional barriers to men’s engagement with childbirth and
infant care, preserving the status quo, but also of women testing gender
conventions by enacting masculinity, for good reasons, or even transitioning
into the social status of manhood.

All this is far from the old images of primitive peoples steeped in traditional
ways and unable to change, which provided a handy alibi for colonial rule and
exploitation. Instead, it is the colonial and neo-colonial background that still
shows through. For instance, we see the devastating consequences of colonial
Partition in South Asia, and the consequences of colonisation disrupting and
restructuring gender orders in eastern Africa.

We cannot yet say confidently how prioritising the Global South will change
the agenda of research on men and masculinities, but we certainly have some
pointers in this book. We should notice the importance of land in the
agricultural communities where nearly half the world’s population still live. The
importance and difficulty of migration and resettlement, internal as well as
international. The multiple forms of violence—domestic, military, and more—
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and the difficulty of contesting them. The continuing importance of kinship
beyond the nuclear family. And how young people especially negotiate
differences between local patterns of gender and the information they glean
from Northern-dominated global media.

There is more to learn in this rich collection. I congratulate the authors and
the editor, and I am confident that readers will find plenty of interest and
illumination here.

Raewyn Connell
Sydney, June 2024
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Introduction

José Loureiro
Universidade Candido Mendes

Theory, at the most basic level, is a way of seeing and speaking beyond
the given. In the process of constructing knowledge, theorising is
where reality meets imagination. (Connell 2014, 539)

This anthology emerged from an invitation from Vernon Press in 2021. What
followed was not a linear progression, but an organic evolution rooted in
fieldwork and the conversations it fostered. The project underwent multiple
shifts during the open call and editorial phases, with contributors entering and
exiting for various reasons. The final configuration of twelve chapters was not
predetermined; rather, the book’s shape was formed by the field itself. Importantly,
I decided not to build this volume within my own academic department.
Instead, I issued an open call, which led to dynamic, unpredictable exchanges
with scholars across the Global South. These collaborations were at times slow
to develop and complex; nevertheless, they were always deeply enriching.
Working outside institutional proximity enabled a form of peer learning nurtured
by the careful mentorship of Vernon Press and the generous collegiality of the
contributors. Although assembling a volume within familiar academic networks
might have streamlined the process, I deliberately chose to build this project
with what Joseph M. Moxley (1992, 105) describes as an invisible college, a
concept that is central to the collaborative logic of this volume. This decision
required patience, creativity, and long-term commitment, particularly as it was
my first editorial endeavour. The project advanced in distinct phases, each
accompanied by an influx of powerful and grounded proposals from across the
Global South. In this sense, the book is the result of a curated and evolving
intellectual conversation, supported by a multi-phase peer-review process and
committed to knowledge-building rooted in the Global South.

Although interest in Men and Masculinities Studies within the Global South
has grown in recent years, significant gaps in visibility, circulation, and
interaction remain. Much of the existing research is produced and published in
national or regional languages, which often hinders its dissemination beyond
local or national contexts. Therefore, many important studies remain largely
unknown even within the Global South itself, making scholarly exchange and
cross-regional dialogue particularly challenging. Researchers seeking MMS
scholarships across the Global South frequently encounter a landscape in
which most materials are available only in languages that limit their wider
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circulation. This situation not only delays the recognition of valuable work but
also slows the development of theoretical frameworks that could emerge
directly from Southern contexts. Moreover, academic training within Global South
institutions often privileges canonical authors from the Global North, sometimes
at the expense of engaging with significant local thinkers and traditions.
Conferences focused on MMS in the Global South remain relatively scarce, and
financial and linguistic barriers often limit participation in Global North academic
events. As a result, many research outputs from the Global South remain
underrepresented in international platforms and scholarly networks.

This volume is strongly inspired by the work of Raewyn Connell, whose
sustained, empirical engagement with the Global South has significantly
shaped men and masculinities studies across Southern contexts. Unlike
many scholars who approach the South from a distance, Connell does not
produce theory about the Global South from within the Global North. Her
work is grounded in travel, long-term fieldwork, and sustained dialogue
with local scholars, researchers, and communities. This makes her scholarship
both unique and accountable: it does not speak for the South but emerges
from within it. Masculinities (1995), now marking its thirtieth anniversary,
remains a foundational and widely cited reference in MMS, having encouraged
new research rooted in local gender orders and social realities. In the
Foreword to this volume, Connell asserts that the Global South is not
marginal. This is not only a demographic truth; it is also a refusal of intellectual
subordination. Yet, as her work also implies, Southern knowledge often
remains dispersed, unconnected, or locked in national and institutional
silos. Here, Seye Abimbola’s work offers a crucial complement. Abimbola
(2023, 1) reminds us that “knowledge from the Global South is in the Global
South”. She draws attention to the infrastructures, platforms, and power
asymmetries that limit circulation, audience, and epistemic recognition.
Together, Connell and Abimbola challenge us to rethink how knowledge is
made, valued, and moved. This volume responds to their call by anchoring
MMS scholarship in the South as a site of empirical depth, editorial agency,
and intellectual rigour.

This volume seeks to foster a climate of scholarly exchange in Men and
Masculinities Studies that is anchored in and shaped by the Global South. It
responds to the limited circulation and mutual visibility of MMS research across
Southern contexts, where national, linguistic, and institutional boundaries
often constrain academic connections. At its core, the volume promotes deeper
cross-regional engagement and affirms the value of theory and critique developed
within the Global South. The volume pursues two specific aims. First, it seeks
to strengthen South-South academic ties by building bridges among researchers,
institutions, and platforms across the Global South. By facilitating scholarly
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dialogue, this collection cultivates regional networks in which MMS knowledge
is produced, exchanged, and curated across shared and divergent gendered
realities. Second, it aims to enrich the broader field of MMS by introducing
empirical and theoretical contributions grounded in the social textures, gender
orders, and intellectual traditions of the Global South. These chapters do not
merely diversify the field; they also help shape new frameworks that emerge
from the South’s own conceptual vocabularies and research priorities. As a
practical gesture toward these aims, the volume will also be translated into
Portuguese, expanding its accessibility and supporting transregional circulation
across Lusophone academic communities. In this sense, the book not only
documents knowledge from the South but also participates in the infrastructure of
its dissemination. Together, these objectives reflect a commitment to centring
the Global South as a site of knowledge-making in MMS, one that is generative,
plural, and globally relevant on its own terms.

This volume brings together contributors writing from and within a wide
range of Global South contexts, including Australia, India, Mozambique, Chile,
Mexico, Madagascar, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, and Zambia. The authors, both
emerging and established scholars, represent diverse academic and non-
academic settings, ranging from universities to activist networks and independent
research initiatives. Their work spans disciplines such as ethnography, literary
studies, health research, cultural theory, and critical historiography. This diversity
reflects the wide range of modalities through which men and masculinities
studies are practised and theorised across the Global South. Rather than using
this introduction to define or contextualise MMS, whether globally or in
relation to the Global South, I have deferred this foundational work to Chapter
1, “Twenty Years On: Hegemonic Masculinities & The Global South”, where
Raewyn Connell provides a rigorous and historically grounded entry point. Her
chapter traces the emergence and development of MMS, with particular
attention to Southern contexts, offering a conceptual lens through which the
rest of the volume may be read.

The book is organised into two complementary parts, each offering a
distinct mode of engagement. Part One (Chapters 1-6) adopts a thematic
and interdisciplinary lens. It brings together chapters that examine how
masculinities are represented, contested, and reimagined across social, cultural,
and institutional spheres. These contributions engage with topics such as
history, critique, activism, literary production, music, and health. Collectively,
they offer insights into the shifting contours of masculinity as shaped by
discursive, material, and affective forces. The chapters draw on a variety of
methodological approaches, revealing the analytical flexibility and critical range of
MMS when situated within Southern knowledge practices.Part Two (Chapters
7-12) shifts focus to a geographically grounded perspective, examining
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The (Dis)Information
From Post-Truth to Post-Postmodernism

Jonathan Austad, Brigham Young University-ldaho

This book argues that postmodernism ended with 9/11, giving rise
to the (Dis)Information Age—an era shaped by post-truth and post-
postmodernism. It explores how recent sociohistorical events and
visual culture have fostered societal fragmentation and how artists
seek to rebuild shared truths.

$75 | €70 | £60
Subjects: Communication, Media Studies, Cultural Studies.
ISBN: 979-8-8819-0004-5 | Hardback | 274 pp | 9/2024
Also available in Paperback and E-book.
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Never-Ending Dilemmas in Everyday Life
Arthur Asa Berger

Every day is filled with choices—some small, like what to eat for
breakfast, and others life-changing, like where to live or whom to
vote for. This insightful book explores the constant need to choose
revealing how our decisions shape not only our daily lives but also
society, culture, and our sense of self

$55 | €62 | £44
C C 5 Subjects: Sociology, Language and Linguistics.
oy T T ISBN: 978-1-64889-796-2 | Hardback | 166 pp | 01/2024
= Also available in Paperback and E-book.
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