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Elaine Rocha’s book explores the nature of intimate partner violence 
against black women, using the stories of two black Barbadian women 
who were brutally murdered in the early part of the twentieth century — 
one in Barbados and one in Brazil. Her sensitive and incisive historical 
analysis locates these stories in the intersections between gender and 
labour history and provides a grim reminder that black women in the 
Americas are still subjected to such acts of violence today. 

Dr. Alan Cobley  
Emeritus Professor of History,  

The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill campus, Barbados 

 

 

“Millie Gone to Brazil” is far more than a simple folk song. It hints at 
untold stories of how Barbadian women navigated the perils of life after 
slavery, unprotected against the threats of multiple forms of violence. 
Eliana Rocha skillfully pieces together sparse traces of two women’s 
deaths to reveal the courageous lives of those who stayed as well as those 
who went abroad. An important part of the history of all Bajans, and a 
refusal of the silences that continue to hide violence against Black 
women. 

Dr. Kim D. Butler 
Rutgers University





In memory of Dr. Karl Watson  
A great historian, a devoted Barbadian, a beloved Friend





Table of Contents 

List of Figures ix 

Acknowledgements xi 

Foreword xv 
Kamala Kempadoo 
York University 

Introduction xix 

Chapter 1 From Barbados to Brazil, An Introduction 1 

Chapter 2 To Be Black in Barbados in the early 1900s 19 

Chapter 3 Millie is gone to Brazil 37 

Chapter 4 The Murder of Millicent Gittens 53 

Chapter 5 Barbadians in Amazonia 69 

Chapter 6 The Murder of Christine 91 

Chapter 7 John Minggs: Guilty or Innocent? 103 

Epilogue: Black Women’s Life and Death on 
the Margins of History 113 

Bibliography 123 

Author’s Bio 131 

Index 133 





List of Figures 

Fig. 2.1 Map of the Caribbean Islands. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caribbean_ge
neral_map.png 34 

Fig. 2.2 Map of Brazil ©WorldAtlas.com 
https://www.worldatlas.com/maps/brazil  The map 
shows the Amazon and the city of Porto Velho, where 
Barbadian immigrants worked in the construction of the 
Madeira-Mamore Railway, as well as Manaus and Belem, 
other cities where Barbadian immigrants concentrate. 35 

Fig. 4.1. “Tramline on Swing Bridge” ©Beachgate Images. 
Bridgetown, Barbados, circa 1910. 65 

Fig. 4.2 Pottery Sellers. Barbadian Women circa 1900. W.G. Cooper 
©Barbados Museum and Historical Society. 66 

Fig. 4.3 Natives Drawing Water. Shop on the Corner.  ©Barbados 
Museum and Historical Society.  Afro-Barbadians in daily 
activities, circa 1910. 67 

Fig. 4.4 Trafalgar Square circa 1900. ©Barbados Museum and 
Historical Society. The image shows the centre of 
Bridgetown, an area where Millie might have gone 
shopping for Christmas. 67 

Fig. 4.5 “Milk Market”, Broad Street Bridgetown, circa 1900.  
©Barbados Museum and Historical Society.  This area of 
Bridgetown is part of the commercial area, where people 
would go for shopping. 68 

Fig. 8.1 Barbadian Workers Madeira-Mamore Railroad, circa 1909. 
“Trabalhadores Antilhanos”. Coleção Dana B. Merril. 
©Acervo Museu Paulista. 109 

Fig. 8.2 Barbadian Women in Laundry Facilities. Porto Velho 
Rondonia, Brazil, circa 1909. Coleção Dana B. Merril, © 
Museu Paulista. 110 

Fig. 8.3 Barbadian Women and American Manager Porto Velho 
Laundry. Madeira-Mamore Railroad. Porto Velho, Brazil. 
Circa 1909. Coleção Dana B. Merril, ©Museu Paulista. 110 

Fig. 8.4 Inside the Candelaria Hospital. Porto Velho, Brazil circa 
1909. Coleção Dana B. Merril ©Museu Paulista. 111 

Fig. 9.1 Fading Women. Photo: Trafalgar Square circa 1900. 
©Barbados Museum and Historical Society. 122 





Acknowledgements 

This book is the partial result of an ongoing research project on the Caribbean 
migration to Brazil in the early twentieth century that has flourished into 
various papers presented in conferences and seminars, academic articles and 
in a network of researchers from the West Indies, the United States, Canada and 
Brazil. Many individuals have contributed with their critical reading of and 
listening to papers presented and published, and with their own publications, 
which became part of the bibliographical references in my work. 

I am grateful to my husband, Anthony, and to my daughter Leila for the 
emotional support and patience to endure my absences and to listen to every 
new finding with great interest. Both were regular – and sometimes unwilling – 
audience to my soliloquies, monologues (in casual conversations) and paper 
presentations about the black immigrants that challenged Brazilian racist 
immigration policy, and above all about the crimes against Millie and Christine. 
They also accompanied me on research trips to Brazil, or waited patiently while 
I was in libraries, archives or tied to my desk, working on the project. Anthony 
helped with translating Portuguese into English. My sisters, Taí and Mira, even 
living far away, also followed the project and came to know a lot about the 
women victims of the crimes in this book. Both clamoured for severe 
punishment for the murderers. 

The story of this research, however, started in 2007 and owes much to my 
good friend Karl Watson, who extended his friendship to me, opening his office, 
home, and his library – part of which became mine, when he retired from the 
University of the West Indies. Watson was the first person to tell me about 
Millie, and to sing the song to me. He did not know he was planting a seed in 
the vast field of my curiosity.  

After the research project started, some people in Barbados reached out to 
share their stories of a family member who emigrated to Brazil, and others in 
Brazil contacted me to talk about their ancestors in Barbados. Some shared 
copies of documents, letters, and photographs. I am thankful to all.  

In 2015, Dr. Nilza Menezes, Chief of the Center for Historical Documentation 
of the Courts of Justice of Rondonia state, Brazil, told me about the crime 
committed against Christine and presented me with digitized copies of 
criminal trials from the first decades of the twentieth century involving 
Barbadians. I am profoundly grateful to Dr. Menezes, who took time out for a 
long and stimulating conversation in which she shared some of her own 
findings from researching Barbadian immigrants in Porto Velho.  



xii   Acknowledgements 

 
I am indebted to the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill campus, through 

the School of Graduate Studies and Research, for its generous financial 
support, which allowed me to travel between Barbados and Brazil during the 
research. Financial support also came in the form of the book grant provided 
annually by the same university, which allowed me to acquire the necessary 
books used in this research. The Department of History and Philosophy also 
supported the research, allowing me time for research and opportunities to 
present my findings.  

I cannot forget the priceless support of the Sidney Martin Library of the 
University of the West Indies, which I have been using for years to borrow 
books, access digital databases and special collections like the newspapers 
from early twentieth century listed in this book. At the library, my special 
thanks go to Sherwin Gittens, who helped me in accessing the old newspaper 
collection, and to Mr. Carlyle Best who helped me to understand Barbadian 
official language and legislation of the early twentieth century. At the Law 
Library, Sheldine Greene, Librarian and Head of the Public Services Division, 
took great interest in my research and helped me to look for official papers on 
the crimes against women in Barbados for the year 1916.  

Lenora Williams Arthur, my former student and ever since a friend, was the 
research assistant who spent hours in the Barbados National Archives, where 
we located several of the documents listed in this book. I am very thankful for 
her attention to detail and resolve in pursuing more and more information, as 
well as for her superb organization of her findings, greatly facilitating my work. 
From Rondonia, Dr. Santiago Silva de Andrade, from the Universidade Federal 
de Rondônia, has shared some useful sources for this project. 

I must thank my dear friend Ambassador Michael King, with whom I had 
conversations about the folk song. He pointed me in the direction of the 
Merrymen, a Barbadian band that recorded the song Millie Gone to Brazil, and 
by extension to Roger Gibbs, Barbadian musician living in Canada, whose 
history revolves around Caribbean music. Roger took time to explain calypso 
and Banja music to me, generously responding to my numerous questions.  

Andy Taitt, as usual, helped to edit this text from my Portenglish into proper 
English, as he has done with my publications since 2009. Andy is a great editor, 
and besides struggling with my writings, he also contributed with his own 
knowledge about the case of Millie. Professor Kamala Kempadoos’s support 
was essential in helping me to understand issues of women’s migration and 
sexuality within the Caribbean.  

All the primary and secondary sources that are originally in Portuguese were 
translated by me, and I chose to keep the writing style of the English primary 



Acknowledgements  xiii 

 
sources to conform with the purpose of acknowledging various voices and 
speeches about the crimes and their context. 

I own my gratitude to the anonymous scholars who took their time to 
examine this manuscript, adding generous and very important suggestions to 
improve the work.  

Finally, I am grateful to all Barbadians and Brazilians who reached out to tell 
me about their ancestors and relatives who migrated to Brazil, the experiences 
of migration, the history of Barbados. I also learned from friends and students, 
from colleagues who exchanged information and pointed to issues in my 
research during my public and private sharing, in Barbados, in Brazil and in the 
United States. This is just a glimpse of a broad project that aims to give voice to 
those who dared to go beyond the social and geographic borders, who are part 
of a not sufficiently explored current of the Great Migrations that moved 
populations through continents, and about which I am still learning.





Foreword 

Kamala Kempadoo 
York University 

Femicide – the deliberate killing of women – does not often make headlines in 
Barbados, although violence against women is well known, and campaigns 
against gender-based violence are widely publicized. This study of the killing of 
two Barbadian women in the early twentieth century, whose murders were 
connected in different ways to Brazil, tells a story of femicide. It is at once a 
complicated story, bringing together histories of the aftermath of slavery, 
colonialism, patriarchy, and labour migrations, and a simple one: both women 
were murdered by men who were their intimate partners.  In this study, Elaine 
Rocha does an excellent job of pulling the murders from obscurity, shedding 
light on the ways the violence played out and was brought to the court’s 
attention. This is an important addition to the body of scholarly studies and 
research on gender-based violence that targets Caribbean women, bringing 
together incidences of femicide that occurred at home and in the Barbadian 
diaspora more than a century ago. 

Violence against Black women in the Americas was normalized through 
slavery. As this study shows, and as Dalea Bean and Verene Shepherd remind us 
in their recent collection on gender-based violence in the Caribbean,1 we 
cannot think about such violence in the region outside of the history of 
colonialism and race-based imperialism. In other words, for Caribbean 
women, femicide and other acts of gendered violence cannot be explained 
solely by men’s dominance over women. Colonialism was a system of violence 
in which those who were enslaved and forced to labour on the plantations were 
routinely and legally subjected to verbal, sexual, physical and psychological 
abuse, including perverse and macabre punishments. Colonialism entrenched 
racist violence against Black people as the norm.  But it is in the post-slavery 
period that Caribbean historians locate an intensification of gender-based 
violence, where overlapping systems of male dominance and patriarchies were 
at play, interlaced with colonial bourgeois ideals of gender. European 
puritanism and a Victorian morality of respectability over-determined ideas 
about femininity and masculinity amongst the formerly enslaved and the 

 
1 Dalea Bean and Verene Shepherd. Gender-based Violence in the Caribbean: Historical 
Roots, Contemporary Perspectives (University of the West Indies Press, 2025). 
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indentured, and set the standards for the social and intimate life of Caribbean 
working people. Women were defined as inferior to men, and were to be 
subservient and obedient, fulfilling roles as the dutiful mother and carer of the 
family while still having to go out to work, with men defined as the breadwinner 
and authority in the household and community. These gender constructs went 
together with oppression and exploitation on many other fronts, including the 
denial of the colonized to full citizenship rights and access to land and 
resources, and the continued suppression of non-European beliefs.  But, as we 
know from Frantz Fanon’s accounts, violence was also internalized by the 
colonized. Aggression, abuse and physical harm were some of the ways that 
colonized people responded to and resisted the system that brutalized and 
impoverished them. Harsh disciplinary measures, corporal punishment, verbal 
and physical abuse by men towards others in the same community were seen 
as acceptable, often also resulting in lashing out against those closest to them - 
their lovers and intimate partners. Violence continues to be a mode in which to 
express frustration or to resolve conflict, aimed especially towards those 
considered weaker or unruly, and domestic violence continues to be a problem 
in the region. Approximately 25% of women in Barbados have experienced 
some form of physical violence by an intimate partner, with seven cases of 
femicide being reported in the Barbados media between January 2017 and 
December 2022.2 

But this study deepens the history of femicide under colonialism. By 
examining the case of the killing of a Barbadian woman in Brazil by her 
husband, Rocha brings migrations into the equation of Caribbean life in the 
post-emancipation era.  Many Black people sought to remove themselves from 
the strictures of the plantation economies once slavery was over, often seeking 
work in another country to build a better life. For Barbados, labour migration 
within the region and beyond was especially important, as the land was almost 
completely taken up by large sugar plantations, with few opportunities for 
survival independent of the plantation.  Brazil, while not featuring greatly in 
Barbados’ history of labour migration – we know so much more about 
migrations from Barbados to other places such as Guyana, Panama and Cuba 
in the 19th and early 20th centuries – still factored into Barbadians’ imaginations 
as a possible place to go for a better future. The stories of the killing of the two 
Black women, Millie and Christine, give insights into the significance of Brazil 
for Barbadians.  For Millie, it was the place her sister had disappeared to, and it 
was somewhere she aspired to go. The story that she “had gone to Brazil” was 

 
2 See: Taitu Heron. Femicide Trends in the Bahamas, Barbados and Jamaica (2017–2022). 

Femi(ni)cide in Focus: Expert Series, Femicide Watch Platform. 2024. https://femicide-
watch.org/index.php/node/921244 
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easy to concoct when she too disappeared.  For Christine, who did make it to 
Brazil, we soon learn that the conditions that enabled the murder of Millie in 
Barbados were also present there. Brazil and Barbados share much in terms of 
their history of colonialism, slavery and gender-based violence, and this study 
shows us how very similar those conditions were. Colonialism, slavery, the 
violent oppression of Black people, and patriarchal gender constructs had also 
left strong legacies in Brazil.  Migration did not change the violence Barbadian 
women were exposed to. 

Ultimately, both women were deliberately killed by their intimate partners – 
Barbadian men – and the accounts of those killings say much about how Black 
Barbadian working-class women appeared to threaten masculine dominance 
and how violence was the men’s way of dealing with that challenge – at home 
and abroad. It is a hard story, but one that is meticulously detailed here, 
revealing the deadly response when poor Black women strive to better 
themselves and defy patriarchy’s rules. This story, despite not having the 
women’s voices, is an important reminder that, despite the perceived normality 
of gender-based violence, Black women’s experiences, dreams, and resistances 
are far from invisible, and can be recounted through history. 

 

Kamala Kempadoo 
Professor Emerita 

Barbados, April 2026.



 

 

 

 

 

PAGES MISSING 

 FROM THIS FREE SAMPLE 



Bibliography 

Adler, Jeffrey. "We've Got a Right to Fight; We're Married": Domestic Homicide 
in Chicago, 1875-1920.” The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, v. 34, n. 1 
(2003):27-48. Accessed January 21, 2020. https://www.jstor.org/stable/
pdf/3656706  

Anderson, Patricia. “Measuring Masculinity in an Afro-Caribbean Context.” 
Social and Economic Studies, v. 61, n. 1 (2012): 49-93. 

Andrews, George Reid. Afro-Latin America. 1800-2000. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2004. https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780195152326.001.0001 

Andrews, George Reid. “Black and White Workers: São Paulo, Brazil, 1888-
1928.” The Hispanic American Historical Review, v. 68, n. 3 (1988): 491-524. 
https://doi.org/10.1215/00182168-68.3.491 

Applewaithe, Terry “Infant mortality in Barbados, 1850-1950: Levels, Causes 
and Official Reaction.” History Forum, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill 
Campus. Bridgetown, November 2, 2007. 

Aspinall, Algernon. The Pocket Guide to the West Indies, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, the Bermudas, the Spanish Main and Panama Canal. 
Chicago/New York: Rand McNally and Co., 1907. 

Azevedo, Celia Marinho. Onda negra, medo branco. O negro no imaginário das 
elites, século XIX. Rio de Janeiro: Paz e Terra, 1987. 

Beckles, Hilary. “Property Rights in Pleasure: The Marketing of Enslaved 
Women’s Sexuality.” In Caribbean Slavery in the Atlantic World, edited by 
Verene Shepherd and Hilary Beckles, 692-701. Kingston: Ian Randle 
Publishers/ Oxford: James Currey Publishers/ Princeton: Marcus Wiener 
Publishers, 2000.  

Beckles, Hilary. A History of Barbados, from Amerindian Settlement to 
Caribbean Single Market. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

Beckles, Hilary. Great House Rules. Landless Emancipation and Workers’ Protest 
in Barbados 1838-1938. Kingston: Ian Randle, 2004. 

Belle, George. “The Abortive Revolution of 1876 in Barbados.” In Caribbean 
Freedom: Economy and Society from Emancipation to Present, edited by 
Hilary Beckles and Verena Shepherd, 181-191. Kingston, Jamaica: Ian Randle, 
1996.  

Besse, Susan. “Crimes of Passion: The Campaign Against Wife Killing in Brazil, 
1910-1940.” Journal of Social History, v. 22, n. 4, 1989: 653-666. https://
doi.org/10.1353/jsh/22.4.653 

Blackman, Cledenice. “Do mar do Caribe à beira do Madeira: A comunidade 
antilhana de Porto Velho.” Master’s thesis, Universidade Federal de Rondônia, 
2015.  

Bloch, Marc. Les Rois Thaumaturges: Étude sur le caractère surnaturel attribué 
à la puissance royale, particulièrement en France et en Angleterre. (Paris: 
Éditions Gallimard, 1983). 



124   Bibliography 

 
Bourdieu, Pierre. A dominação masculina. A condição feminina e a violência 

simbólica. Rio de Janeiro: BestBolso, 2016.  
Brodber, Erna. The Second Generation of Freemen in Jamaica 1907-1944. 

Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2004. 
Brown, Sonia. “Intimate Partner Violence: A Narrative Analysis of the Jamaican 

Women Experience.” PhD Diss., Kutztown University Pennsylvania, 2018 
Browne. David. Race, Class, Politics and the Struggle for Empowerment in 

Barbados 1914-1937. Kingston: Ian Randle, 2012. 
Carneiro, Eduardo de Araujo. “A fundação do Acre. Um estudo sobre 

comemorações cívicas e abusos da história.” PhD Diss., Universidade de São 
Paulo, 2014.  

Carter, Henderson. Labour Pains. Resistance and Protest in Barbados 1838-
1904. Kingston: Jamaica: Ian Randle, 2012. 

Chomsky, Aviva. West Indian Workers and the United Fruit Company in Costa 
Rica (1870-1940). Baton Rouge: Louisiana University Press, 1996.  

Clarke, Austin. Growing up stupid Under the Union Jack. A Memoir. Kingston: 
Ian Randle, 2003. 

Clarke, Austin. The Polished Hoe. New York: Harper Collins, 2004.  
Coppola, Marie Saccomando. “Breaking the Code of Silence Woman to 

Woman.” In Oral History, Oral Culture, and Italian Americans. Italian and 
Italian American Studies, edited by Luisa Del Giudice. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2009. https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230101395_5 

Cunha, Olivia Gomes. “Criadas para servir: domesticidade, intimidade e 
retribuição”, in Quase Cidadão: Histórias e Antropologias do Pós-
Emancipação no Brasil, edited by Olivia Gomes da Cunha and Flávio Gomes. 
Rio de Janeiro: Fundação Getúlio Vargas, 2007. 

Craig, Neville. Recollections of an Ill-fated Expedition to the Headwaters of the 
Madeira River in Brazil. Philadelphia/London: Lippincott Company, 1907. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/198970 

Cruz, Oswaldo. Madeira-Mamore Railway Company. Considerações gerais sobre 
as condições sanitárias do Rio Madeira. Rio de Janeiro: Papelaria Americana, 
1910.  

Danieli Neto, Mário. “Aspectos Históricos da Fábrica de Ferro São João de 
Ipanema (Brasil-SP, Séculos XVIII-XIX).” Paper presented at the 2011 IX 
Congresso Brasileiro de História Econômica e X Conferência Internacional de 
História de Empresas, Curitiba, PR, Universidade Federal do Paraná, 2011. 

Davis, Angela. Blues Legacies and Black Feminism. New York: Random House, 
1999. 

Degler, Carl. Neither Black, nor White. New York: University of Wisconsin Press, 
1971. 

Downes, Aviston. “Barbados 1880-1914. A Socio-Cultural History.” PhD Diss., 
University of York, 1994. 

Emmi, Marília Ferreira (2010). “A Amazônia como Destino das Migrações 
Internacionais do Final do Século XIX ao Início do Século XX. O caso dos 
Portugueses.” Paper presented at the XVII Encontro da Associação Brasileira 
de Estudos Populacionais. Caxambú, Brasil, September 20-24, 2010. 



Bibliography  125 

 
http://www.abep.org.br/publicacoes/index.php/anais/article/viewFile/230
5/2259  

Fausto, Boris. História Concisa do Brasil. São Paulo: Hucitec 3rd ed., 2022. 
Ferreira, Manoel Rodrigues. A ferrovia do diabo: história de uma estrada de ferro 

na Amazônia. São Paulo: Melhoramentos, 1982.  
Fletcher, L. P. “The Evolution of Poor Relief in Barbados 1900 to 1969.” 

Caribbean Studies 25, no. 3/4 (1992): 255–76. http://www.jstor.org/stable/
25613076 . 

Flores-Villalobos, Joan. “A Black Woman’s History of the Panama Canal.” 
Modern American History, v.7, n.1, 2024, 131–135. https://doi.org/10.1017/
mah.2024.8 

Flores-Villalobos, Joan. The Silver Women. How Black Women’s Labor Made the 
Panama Canal. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2023. https://
doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv2hdrggf 

Fonseca, Dante Ribeiro. “Crato, Santo Antonio e o Rio Madeira no contexto da 
economia da borracha.” Novos Cadernos NAEA 20, n.2 (2017): 73-90. 
https://doi.org/10.5801/ncn.v20i2.4349 

Fonseca, Dante, and Marco Antonio Teixeira. “Barbadianos: os trabalhadores 
negros caribenhos da estrada de ferro Madeira-Mamoré.” In Afros e 
Amazônicos: estudos sobre o negro na Amazônia, edited by Dante Fonseca, 
Marco Antonio Teixeira and Jean-Pierre Angenot, 137-166. Porto Velho: 
Edufro/Rondoniana, 2009. 

Foucault, Michel. Society Must Be Defended. New York: Picador, 2003. 
Franck, Harry. Roaming Through the West Indies. New York: The Century Co., 

1920.  
Gomes, Tiago de Melo. “Problemas no paraíso: a democracia racial brasileira 

frente à imigração afro-americana (1921).” Estudos Afro-Asiaticos, 25, n. 2 
(2003): 307-31. https://doi.org/10.1590/S0101-546X2003000200005 

Gonzales. Lélia. “Racismo e sexismo na cultura brasileira.” Revista Ciências 
Sociais Hoje (1984): 223-244. 

Grandin, Greg. Fordlandia. The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford’s Forgotten Jungle 
City. New York: Picador, 2009.  

Green, Cecilia. “Local Geographies of Crime and Punishment in a Plantation 
Colony: Gender and Incarceration in Barbados, 1878-1928.” New West Indian 
Guide, v.6, n.3/4 (2012): 263-90. https://doi.org/10.1163/13822373-90002416 

Green, Cecilia. “’The Abandoned Lower Class of Females’: Class, Gender, and 
Penal Discipline in Barbados, 1875-1929.” Comparative Studies in Society and 
History, 53, n.1 (2011): 144-79. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0010417510000666 

Greenfield, Sidney. English Rustics in Black Skin. A Story of Modern Family 
Forms in a Pre-Industrialized Society. Bridgetown: Barbados Museum and 
Historical Society, 2010. 

Haag, Carlos. “Os Indesejáveis. Política migratória do Estado Novo.” Pesquisa 
FAPESP, 201 (2012). Accessed November 20, 2019, https://revistapesquisa.
fapesp.br/os-indesejaveis/.  

Hamilton, Njelle. Phonographic Memories. Popular Music and the 
Contemporary Caribbean novel. New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 2019. https://
doi.org/10.36019/9780813596631 



126   Bibliography 

 
Handler, Jerome. The Unappropriated People: Freedmen in the Slave Society of 

Barbados. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1974.  
Handler, Jerome, and Charlotte Frisbie. “Aspects of Slave Life in Barbados: 

Music and its Cultural Context.” Caribbean Studies, v. 11, n. 4 (1972), 5-46. 
Harpelle, Ronald. The West Indians of Costa Rica: Race, Class, and the 

Integration of an Ethnic Minority. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's 
University Press, 2002. https://doi.org/10.1515/9780773569058 

Hertzman, Marc. Making Samba. A New History of Race and Music in Brazil. 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2013. https://doi.org/10.1215/978082
2391906 

hooks, bell. Ain’t I a Woman? Black Women and Feminism. Boston: South End, 
1981 

hooks, bell. The Will to Change. Men, Masculinity and Love. New York: 
Washington Square Press, 2004. 

Innis, Tara. “‘This Complicated Incest’: Children, Sexuality, and Sexual Abuse 
during Slavery and Apprenticeship Period in the British Caribbean, 1790-
1838.” In Sex, Power and Slavery edited by Gwyn Campbell and Elizabeth 
Elbourne. Athens: Ohia University Press, 2014, 253-271.  

Jones, Geoffrey. The State and the Emergence of the British Oil Industry. London: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 1981. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-05031-4 

Kravigni, Frank. The Jungle Route. New York: Orlin Tremaine, 1911.  
Kempadoo, Kamala. Sexing the Caribbean. Gender, Race, and Sexual Labor. 

New York: Routledge, 2004. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203338087 
Lamming, George. “Coming, Coming, Coming Home.” Caribbean Quarterly 

v.39, n.1, 1993: 43-59. https://doi.org/10.1080/00086495.1993.11671774 
Lamming, George. In the Castle of My Skin. New York: Longman, 2005.  
Lima, Maria Roseane C. Pinto. “Ingleses pretos, barbadianos negros, brasileiros 

morenos? Identidades e memórias.” Masters Thesis, Universidade Federal do 
Pará, 2006.  

Lima, Maria Roseane C. Pinto. Barbadianos Negros e Estrangeiros, Trabalho, 
Racismo, Identidade e Memória em Belem de início do Século XX. PhD Diss., 
Universidade Federal Fluminense, 2013.  

Lindsey, Treva. America, Goddam. Violence, Black Women and Struggle for 
Justice. Oakland: University of California Press, 2022. https://doi.org/10.
1525/9780520384507 

Luz, Nisia Vilela. A Amazonia para os Negros Americanos. As origens de uma 
controvérsia internacional. Rio de Janeiro: Saga, 1968. 

Mamigonian, Beatriz G. “The Rights of Liberated Africans in Nineteenth-
Century Brazil”, in Current Trends in Slavery Studies in Brazil, edited by 
Stephan Conermann, Mariana Dias Paes, Roberto Pich Hofmeister and Paulo 
Cruz Terra, 71-99. Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter, 2023. https://doi.org/10.1515/
9783111026527-005 

Marshall, T., P. McGeary, and G. Thompson, Folk Songs of Barbados, Kingston: 
Ian Randle, 1996, 56.  

Marshal, Woodville. “Notes on Peasant Development in the West Indies since 
1838.” In Caribbean Freedom edited by Beckles and Shepherd, 99-106. 



Bibliography  127 

 
Kingston: Ian Randle Publishers/ Oxford: James Currey Publishers/ Princeton: 
Marcus Wiener Publishers, 2000.  

Marshall, Sharon Milagro. Tell My Mother I Gone to Cuba. Stories of Early 
Twentieth-Century Migration from Barbados. Kingston: UWI-Press, 2016. 
https://doi.org/10.37234/KHPDMSNS 

Marx, Anthony. “Race-making and the Nation-State,” World Politics, n. 48, 
January 1996: 180-208. https://doi.org/10.1353/wp.1996.0003 

Matos, Maria Izilda Santos de. Corpos e Emoções. História, Gênero e 
Sensibilidades. São Paulo: e.Manuscrito, 2018.  

Matos, Maria Izilda Santos de. Masculinidades: Trabalho, Alcoolismo, Corpos e 
Representações. São Paulo: e.Manuscrito, 2024. 

McKittrick, Katherine. Demonic Grounds: Black Women and the Cartographies 
of Struggle. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006. 

McLeod, Marc C. "Undesirable Aliens: Race, Ethnicity, and Nationalism in the 
Comparison of Haitian and British West Indian Immigrant Workers in Cuba, 
1912-1939." Journal of Social History 31, n. 3 (1998): 599-623. Accessed August 
8, 2020. https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7CA20574141&sid=
googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=00224529&p=AONE&sw=w  

Menezes, Nilza. Chá das cinco na floresta. Campinas, Komedi, 1998.  
Moore, Brian, and Michelle Johnson. (2000) “Fallen sisters”? Attitudes to 

Female Prostitution in Jamaica at the Turn of the Twentieth Century.” Journal 
of Caribbean History, v.34, no.1&2, p. 46-70. 

Morel, Marco. A Revolução do Haiti e o Brasil escravista: o que não deve ser dito. 
Jundiaí: Paco, 2017. 

Morgan. Paula. The Terror and the Time. Banal Violence and Trauma in 
Caribbean Discourse. Kingston: UWI-Press, 2014.  

Neeleman, Rose, and Gary Neeleman. Tracks in the Amazon. The Day-to-day 
Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamore Railroad. Salt Lake City: 
University of Utah Press, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1353/book41454 

Parron, Tâmis. “The British Empire and the Suppression of the Slave Trade to 
Brazil: A Global History Analysis.” Journal of World History v.29, n. 1 (2018): 1–
36. Accessed October 12 2024. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26537643, 
https://doi.org/10.1353/jwh.2018.0000 

Pemberton, Rita. “Disease and Intercolonial Relations: Smallpox in the British 
Caribbean 1902-1904.” Revista de Indias, LXXV, n.263 (2015):177-204. 
Accessed August 6, 2020. doi: 10.3989/revindias.2015.008. 

Phillip, Janzen. “Tensions on the Railway: West Indians, Colonial Hierarchies, 
and the Language of Racial Unity in West Africa.” The Journal of African 
History v.64, n. 3 (2023): 388–405. https://doi.org/10.1017/S002185372
3000646 

Prado, Eduardo Barros. Eu vi o Amazonas. Rio de Janeiro: Imprensa Nacional, 
1952. 

Putnam, Lara. Radical Moves. Caribbean Migrants and the Politics of Race in the 
Jazz Age. Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2013. https://doi.org/10.5149/97808
07838136_putnam 

Putnam, Lara. The Company They Kept. Migrants and the Politics of Gender in 
Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960. Chapel Hill: UNCPress, 2002. 



128   Bibliography 

 
Ramos, Jair de Souza. “Dos males que vêm com o sangue: as representações 

raciais e a categoria do imigrante indesejável nas concepções sobre imigração 
da década de 20.” In Raça ciência e sociedade edited by Marcos Mayo and 
Ricardo Santos, 59-82. Rio de Janeiro: FIOCRUZ, 1996. 

Ray, Victor. On Critical Race Theory. Why It Matters and Why You Should Care. 
New York: Random House, 2023.  

Reece, Robert L. “Genesis of U.S. Colorism and Skin Tone Stratification: Slavery, 
Freedom, and Mulatto-Black Occupational Inequality in the Late 19th 
Century.” The Review of Black Political Economy, v. 45, n. 1 (2018): 3–21. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0034644618770761 

Reis, João J. “Quilombos e revoltas escravas no Brasil,” Revista USP, n. 28, p.14-
39, 1996. https://doi.org/10.11606/issn.2316-9036.v0i28p14-39 

Richardson, Bonham. “The Impact of Panama Money in Barbados in the Early 
Twentieth Century.” New West Indian Guide/ Nieuwe West-Indische Gids 59, n. 
1-2, (1985): 1-26. Accessed August 6, 2020. https://ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu/
UF/00/09/94/61/00069/Volume_59_Number_1_and_2_1985.pdf  

Roberts, George W. “Emigration from the Island of Barbados.” Social and 
Economic Studies, v. 4, n.3 (1955): 245-288. 

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. “A construção do Brasil moderno e o problema do negro 
na visão de Lacerda”, in Equidade de Gênero e Raça, edited by Beatriz Nader, 
180-206. Vitória: EDUFES, 2018. 

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. “Adivinhe quem vem para jantar? O imigrante negro na 
sociedade brasileira.” (Syn)Thesis 7, n.2 (2014): 121-132. Accessed August 6, 
2020. https://doi.org/10.12957/synthesis.2014.19585  

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. “Antes índio do que negro.” Dimensões 18, (2006): 203-
220.  

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. “Becoming Black. Brazil’s long search for racial identity.” 
In General History of Africa vol. X, edited by Vanicleia Silva Santos. Paris: 
UNESCO, 2023: p.101-121. 

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. “No ugly people in the paradise: undesirable immigrants 
in the Brazilian racial democracy.” In Many Rivers to Cross. Black Migrations 
in Brazil and the Caribbean, edited by Elaine Pereira Rocha. Wilmington/
Malaga: Vernon Press, 2024: p. 133-154. 

Rocha, Elaine Pereira. Milton Gonçalves: Memórias Históricas de um Ator Afro-
Brasileiro. São Paulo:E-Manuscrito, 2019. 

Rocha, Elaine Pereira, and Frederick Alleyne. “Millie gone to Brazil. Barbadian 
migration to Brazil in the early 20th century.” Journal of the Barbados 
Museum & Historical Society 58 (2012):1-42. 

Rocha, Ilana Peliciari. “Imigração internacional em São Paulo; retorno e 
remigração 1890-1920.” Master’s thesis, Universidade de São Paulo, 2007.  

Roosevelt, Theodore. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. New York: Charles 
Scriber’s Sons, 1914. https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.19348 

Russell, Diana. “Defining Femicide.” United Nations, Accessed March 13, 2019. 
https://www.dianarussell.com/f/Defining_Femicide_-_United_Nations_Spee
ch_by_Diana_E._H._Russell_Ph.D.pdf  

Salles, Vicente. O negro no Pará sob o regime da escravidão. Belem: Instituto de 
Artes do Pará/ Programa Raízes, 2005.  



Bibliography  129 

 
Sampaio, Sonia M. “Uma escola (in)visível: Memórias de professoras negras em 

Porto Velho no início do século XX.” PhD Diss., Universidade Estadual de São 
Paulo, Araraquara, 2010. 

Santos, Silvana Andrade. Tecido Pela Escravidão. Tráfico e Indústria na Fábrica 
Textil Todos os Santos (Bahia 1840-1870). São Paulo: Hucitec, 2023. 

Schomburgk, Robert. The History of Barbados. A Geographical and Statistical 
Description of the Island. London: Frank Cass, 2005.  

Senado Federal. “Vulnerabilidade aumenta risco de violência contra mulher 
negra, aponta DataSenado.” Agência Senado, November 22, 2024. Accessed 
December 12 2024. https://www12.senado.leg.br/noticias/materias/2024/
11/22/vulnerabilidade-aumenta-risco-de-violencia-contra-mulher-negra-a
ponta-datasenado 

Senior, Olive. Dying to Better Themselves. West Indians and the Building of the 
Panama Canal. Kingston: 2014. https://doi.org/10.37234/QMPVKMFX 

Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. New York: Penguin Books, 1999.  
Shange, Ntozake. for colored girls who have considered suicide/ when the 

rainbow is enuf a choreopoem. New York: Scribner, 2010.  
Shephard, C. Y. "The Sugar Industry of the British West Indies and British 

Guiana with Special Reference to Trinidad." Economic Geography 5, n. 2 
(1929): 149-75. Accessed August 6, 2020. doi:10.2307/140508. 

Silva, Francisco Bento. “História, Degredados, gente sem memória.” Paper 
presented at the XII Encontro Regional da Anpuh Rio de Janeiro, Usos do 
Passado. Accessed May23, 2012 www.rj.anpuh.org/.../Francisco%20Bento
%20da%.  

Simmons, Amber. “Why Are We So Mad? The Truth Behind ‘Angry’ Black Women 
and Their Legal Invisibility As Victims of Domestic Violence.” Harvard 
BlackLetter Law Journal, v. 36, 2020, 47-71. 

Skidmore, Thomas. Black Into White. Race and Nationality in Brazilian 
Thought. Durham: Duke University Press, 1992. https://doi.org/10.2307/
j.ctv11hpq5v 

Soares, Carlos Eugenio, and Flavio Gomes. “Sedições, haitianismo e conexões 
no Brasil escravista: outras margens do Atlântico negro.” Novos Estudos 
Cebrap, São Paulo, n. 63, p. 131-144, jul. 2002. 

Souza, Roberio. Trabalhadores dos Trilhos. Imigrantes e Nacionais Livres, 
Libertos e Escravos na Construção da Primeira Ferrovia Baiana (1858-1863). 
Campinas: Editora UNICAMP, 2015. 

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. “Can the Subaltern Speak?” in Colonial Discourse 
and Post-Colonial Theory, eds. P. Williams and L. Chrisman (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1992), 66-111. 

Stafford, Patricia (2004). “Religion, Respectability and a ‘Tint of Skin’.” Paper 
presented at the History Forum. Department of History and Philosophy, 
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus. Barbados, 2004. 

Thomas, Peter C. “Matthew Fontaine Maury and the Problem of Virginia's 
Identity, 1865-1873.” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography 90, n. 2 
(1982): 213-37. Accessed August 1, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/4248545.  



130   Bibliography 

 
Trotman, David. “Woman and Crime in Late Nineteenth Century Trinidad.” 

Caribbean Quarterly 30, no. 3/4 (1984): 60-72. http://www.jstor.org/stable/
40653551 

Thomas-Hope, Elizabeth. (ed.) Freedom and Constraint in Caribbean 
Migration. Kingston: Ian Randle, 2009. 

Walker, Alice. In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens. Womanist Prose. London: 
Woman’s Press, 1984. 

Welch, Pedro. Red and Black Over White. Free Coloured Women in Pre-
emancipation Barbados. Bridgetown: Carib Research, 2000.  

Wilding, Polly. “‘New Violence’: Silencing Women's Experiences in the ‘Favelas’ 
of Brazil.” Journal of Latin American Studies, v.42, n. 4 (2010): 719-747. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X10001343 

Williams, Eric. Capitalism and Slavery. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1994.  

Wolf, Christina. Mulheres da Floresta. Uma história. Alto Juruá Acre 1890-1945. 
São Paulo: Hucitec, 1999.  

Yates, Anne Watson. Bygone Barbados. Bridgetown: Black Bird Studios, 1998.



Author’s Bio 

Elaine Pereira Rocha is a Brazilian/Barbadian full Professor at the University 
of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, where she teaches Latin American 
History and World History since 2007. She holds a Master’s in History from the 
Pontificia Universidade Católica de São Paulo (PUC-SP); PhD in Social History 
from the Universidade de São Paulo (USP); and a MPhil in Cultural History from 
the University of Pretoria (UP). 

Areas of Interest: Brazilian Black History, Black Migrations in the Americas, 
Brazil in the 20th century, Indigenous History of Brazil, Women’s History. Her 
latest books include: Many Rivers to Cross, Black Migrations in Brazil and the 
Caribbean (editor, 2024); O Início do Feminismo no Brasil. Subsídios para a 
História. Leolinda Daltro (editor, 2022); Canal de Desvio. Um Estudo da 
Experiência de agricultores e índios no conflito com a Itaipu Binacional (2021); 
Ideias fora do lugar. Representações e Experiências de Raça e Gênero (editor, 
2021); Mosaico. Construção de Identidades na Diáspora Africana (co-editor 
2020); and Milton Gonçalves. Memórias Históricas de um ator Afro-Brasileiro 
(2019). She is also the author of several academic articles and chapters in books.





Index 

A 

abandonment, 12, 22, 24, 28 
alcoholism, 5, 9, 79, 96, 107 
Allamby, Hilton, 48 
Alleyne, Leticia, 88 
Alto do Bode, 87, 88, 89, 91, 92, 94, 

95, 100, 106 
Alto Madeira, 94 
Amazon, 9, 13, 28, 33, 37, 70, 71, 

72, 73, 74, 76, 81, 82, 88, 107 
Amazon River, 13, 70 
Amazon State, 13 
Applewaithe, Terry, 21, 29 
apprenticeship, 9 
Ashby, Janet, 13 
Aspinal, Algernon, 32 
Augustine, Macauley, 101, 103 

B 

Banfield, Aurelia, 81 
Banfield, Frederico Alonso, 88 
Banfield, Louise, 81 
Beckles, Adriana, 83 
Beckles, Hilary, 9, 10, 11, 21, 25, 30 
Belem, 13, 33, 37, 70-83, 88, 93 
Best, James, 97, 101, 104 
Bloch, Marc, 3 
Bourdieu, Pierre, 120 
Bovell, Janetha, 48 
Boxill, Helen, 38, 39 
British Amazon Steam Navigation 

Company Ltd, 13 
British West India Regiment, 30 
Brodber, Erna, 88 
Browne, David, 22, 24, 30 

Browne, Samuel 42, 45 
Burnett, Ernest, 45-47, 49, 60, 62 

C 

calypso, 2, 3, 12 
Cargill, Henry, 95 
Chapman, Charles, 53 
Clarke, Austin, 3, 29 
Collins, (Sergeant), 38 
Commission on Poor Relief, 12 
Costa Rica, 3, 24, 26, 27, 29, 89 
Craig, Neville, 71, 79, 80, 86 
Cruz, Oswaldo, 73, 79, 80 
Cuba, 3, 11, 19, 24, 27, 28, 30, 41, 

78, 89 
Cunha, Sebastião Caetano, 91 

D 

Davis, Angela, 8 
Deankche, Amelia, 87 
Downes, Aviston, 31, 32 

E 

education, 8, 11-13, 22, 27, 30, 31, 
42, 64, 78, 89, 115 

Emrich, Samuel, 98, 103 

F 

Farquhar, Percival, 72 
femicide, 6, 64, 107, 114, 115, 117 
Fitts, Catherine, 49 
Flores-Vilalobos, Joan, 86, 89, 93 
Ford, Adriana, 95 
Foucault, Michel, 120 



134   Index 

 

G 

Gibson, Joseph, 43, 48, 59 
Gittens, Clementina, 37, 38 
Gittens, Helen, 37 
Greaves, Herbert, 21, 22 
Green, Alfred, 49 
Green, Cecilia, 19, 20, 23, 28 
Greenfield, Sidney, 29 
Guajara-Mirim, 85, 86 
Guiana, British, 11, 12, 24, 84, 85 
Guyana, 69, 73, 77 

H 

Handler, Jerome, 3, 4, 25 
Harpelle, Ronald, 27, 86 
Holder, Edward, 51 
Holder, Judith, 88 
hooks, bell. 119 
Hunte, Frances, 44, 58, 61 
Husbands, Charles, 87 

I 

Indiano, Amaercing, 85, 86 
indigenous, 14, 69, 80, 82, 104, 114 

J 

Jackman, Joseph, 41, 43, 46-50, 61-
63 

John, Sendall, 87 

K 

Knox-Little, W.J., 92, 103 
Kravigni, Frank, 71, 73, 79, 80, 86 

L 

Lamming, George, 29, 77, 78 
larceny, 12, 21, 22, 23, 27, 31 

latex, 69, 70, 81, 83 
Leal, Carlos da Rocha, 98 
London Electric Theatre, 32 

M 

Madeira River, 37, 69, 70, 76 
Madeira-Mamore, 33, 70-82, 84, 

87, 89, 91, 93, 96-97, 100, 103, 
107-108, 120 

malaria, 69, 71, 79, 107 
Maloney, D.M., 84 
Maloney, Oscar, 100 
Manaus, 13, 33, 72, 73, 76-79, 81-

83, 88, 93, 94, 96, 107 
Mascoll, James, 53 
masculinity, 5, 6, 64, 95, 120 
Mckittrick, Katherine, 11 
Menezes, Nilza, 81, 88  
migration, 10-16, 24-25, 27-28, 33, 

74 -77, 85, 86, 89, 93, 107, 119 

N 

Neeleman, Rose and Gary, 73, 80, 
82 

New York, 13, 14, 28, 32, 46, 71, 78 

P 

Panama, 13, 27, 30, 32, 37, 40, 76, 
77, 78, 84, 89 
Panama Canal, 24, 27, 28, 33, 37, 

75 
Panama money, 27 

Petropolis, 70 
Phillips, Reuben, 87 
plantation, 2, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 20, 

23, 24, 25, 26, 33, 40, 41, 46 
Porto Velho, 75-77, 79-89,  91-97, 

105, 107, 114, 117, 119. 



Index  135 

 
Porto Velho Marconigram, 82, 84, 

85 
poverty, 5, 8, 12-15, 19-31, 37, 40, 

42, 64, 76, 89, 107, 116 
prostitution, 8, 23, 24, 29, 41, 97, 

116, 119 
Putnam, Lara, 13, 29, 77, 86 

R 

racism, 4, 15, 25 
rape, 22, 23, 94, 117 
Raveneaw, A.W., 83 
Roberts, George, 12, 13, 20, 76, 77 
Robinson, Joseph, 43 
Roosevelt, Theodore, 72 
Royal Commission on the 

Depression in the West India 
Sugar Industry, 20, 21 

rubber, 69, 70, 72, 81, 82, 83 
boom, 72, 73, 83, 88 

Russell, Diana, 114 

S 

Salles, Vicente, 78 
Santo Antonio, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 

84, 86-89, 94 
also Santo Antonio do Madeira, 

Santo Antonio do Rio Madeira 
Scantlebury, Florence, 88 
Scantlebury, Robert, 88 
Seally, Zaccheus, 40 
Seally, Mabel, 40, 50 
Senior, Olive, 40 
Shange, Ntozake, 113 
Simpson, Fitzbert, 38 

slavery, 14, 15, 16, 74, 75, 98, 116, 
122 

smallpox, 21, 25, 79 
Spivak, Gayatri, 115 
steamship, 14, 32, 45, 49, 73, 88 
sugar, 19-23, 32, 41 

plantations, 9, 11, 12, 24,  

T 

Thompson, Arnold, 53, 54 
Trinidad, 3, 6, 12, 20, 24, 41, 46, 77, 

116 
Trotman, David, 46 

U 

unemployment, 5, 20, 95 

V 

vagrancy, 10, 14, 31, 81, 96 
vulnerability, 7, 8, 9, 28, 29, 30, 31, 

115, 119 

W 

West India Petroleum Company, 
19, 38 

Williams, Liliana, 87, 88 
Willock, Mabel, 85, 86 
Willock, William Chesterfield, 85  
Witford, Susan, 95 
Worrell, Samuel, 95, 100, 107 

Y 

yellow fever, 69, 71, 79





 

Other distinguished titles from “Series in Anthropology”: 

Vernon Press is accepting proposals for monographs or multi-author volumes in this 
series.  
For more information, visit https://vernonpress.com/publish-with-us or contact us 
directly at submissions@vernonpress.com 
 


