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Summary

In order to explain the concepts related to film reception and
perception—such as screen personality, image, persona,
identification-projection and subjective perception—theorists

and lecturers usually ask the readers or audiences to imagine

a hypothetical situation involving a screening of a certain film.
They do not realize or forget that it would be much easier to use a
situation already existing, created, for instance, by a talented and
knowledgeable novelist or poet in the form of film references or
allusions.

So, here it is, the movie world—films, directors, actors, characters,
particular scenes or lines—as perceived and commented on by
some of the greatest authors and characters they have created in
the pages of their novels, short stories, plays and poems. The main
body of the book, consisting of nearly forty entries, is divided into
three parts: mainstream fiction, represented by F. Scott Fitzgerald,
James Jones, John Updike, Paul Auster and Marisa de los Santos;
crime and mystery fiction—including such authors as Raymond
Chandler, ElImore Leonard, Lawrence Block and Laura Lippman;
and thriller/horror fiction, covering two unquestioned masters,
Dean Koontz and Stephen King. A dozen more writers—e.g., Kurt
Vonnegut and Jill McCorkle—whose contribution to the topic is
somewhat less spectacular but still worth presenting, are briefly
discussed, as entries of an intentionally limited scope, in the
Appendix.

In addition to providing precious observations corroborating the
legendary status of some distinguished film directors and actors,
as well as the assets of their most representative pictures, the
analyses of the outstanding film references explain and ingeniously
illustrate the major concepts related to film reception/perception
studies and, more importantly, they demonstrate how some writers
use references to enhance or embellish their poetic and/or narrative
devices in such areas as character development, analogy within the
plot or description of a specific period or location.
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