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Summary

Entities, events, phenomena and states of affairs of the sphere

of international relations/ interstate interactions are purely
intersubjective recognisances. Their “subjects”, in particular the
States, are themselves pre-theoretically, intersubjectively co-
constituted and temporalised, ascribed with subject qualities
especially in their “interactions” and experienced as such through
intentional acts of perceiving, defining, remembering, anticipating,
judging and so on. The said ascription includes their own community-
building dynamics within an also intersubjectively given environment
of interstate interactions. NATO is one of the most prominent
State-communities. It has not only been defined by but has also
been a constituent of the environment in which it existed. It gained
its meaning from its existential relationship with its constituent
State-subjects, its interactional counterparts and the meaningful
appearance of its “environment”, and also made part of their
meaningful appearances. NATO existed through transformations of
environment and counterpart(s), continuing to be valid and viable
in different identities and temporalisations. It is currently being re-
identified and re-temporalised face to a new transformation of the
interstate environment.

Studying NATO requires co-studying its constituents, counterparts
and environment in their substances and temporal states as they are
given pre-theoretically, immediately, intersubjectively, which form
parts of an expanded, existential kind of reality lived and lived-within
by true subjects, replacing the objectivity in its narrow sense with
meaningfulness, appearing as objectivity itself on the ground of a
universal, pre-theoretical, immediate familiarity and intelligibility
ground. Studying NATO “as is” in its identities and temporalisations
with its environment, constituents and counterparts requires

access to that pre-theoretical ground of meaningful, intersubjective
appearances. Here, phenomenology and the phenomenological
ontology offer useful concepts and tools which, due to the particular
nature of the IR field, complement each other for conducting such a
study of the “being and time” of NATO.
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